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Bad luck hampers Pittard on Oulton outing

Having displayed immense talent throughout his 2011 season, one would have been forgiven for thinking that David Pittard’s trip to the 
quaint Chester based circuit of Oulton Park would yield nothing less than a win for the Brunel University student but ‘lady luck’ seemed 
to have other ideas.....

WithWith Friday’s practice session starting dry and track temperatures mild, Pittard quickly established himself once again as the pace setter, 
but what was looking to be ‘business as usual’ was suddenly dashed when brake problems left the Hertfordshire youngster running out 
of road at the infamous Shell Hairpin, bouncing through the gravel trap and into the tyre barrier.  Pittard soon emerged unscathed, but fur-
ther inspection would reveal that the car would require more than just a dust down and 10 minutes with a Dyson.

“After the first session on Friday I was feeling confident, even on old rubber the times were very fast and consistent. I was sure we would 
have the pace required to take pole. The track its self is is awesome, and by far the best track I have driven in my career so far”

“Unfortunately during practice I had pad knock off, causing a problem with the brakes,  and went into the Shell Hairpin without being able 
to slow the car down quick enough. The impact wasn’t too heavy but unfortunately it damaged the front right of the car quite badly, in-
stantly ending the day”

With the damage inspected, and the cause of the brake problems identified it was left to David and the team to source the  components 
required to rebuild the stricken car ahead of the 10am scrutineering deadline. With time running out and all hopes of sourcing a replace-
ment suspension rocker almost gone, a fellow competitor stepped in and saved the day by kindly supplying the parts. 

“My Dad and mechanic Chris had the unenviable task of having to drive all the way home to get parts for Saturday. I offered to do this 
for them but it was suggested that I take the opportunity of getting some sleep before the race! I would like to thank them massively as 
they put in such a huge effort to repair the car for qualifying.”

As scrutineering approached on Saturday morning the team were still frantically rebuilding the car, and it was only at the last minute that 
the car was scruitneered and heading out onto the track to complete the compulsory 3 laps.

“We“We entered qualifying with only 10 minutes left and with the car having been no where near a flat patch or with any set up at all! It was 
a real eye opener! The aim was to complete the 3 laps required to qualify and then get back into the pits to set about getting the car ready 
for the race”

Despite only completing 3 laps, and with the car handling so badly David managed to qualify ahead of last place, no small feat consider-
ing, and returned the car to the pits for the team to complete as much of the set-up work as possible in the remaining time before the start 
of the race.

With as much work completed as possible, David lined up on the grid in 18th place, by far his lowest qualifying position of the year, and 
set his sights on charging through the field. As the lights turned green, Pittard set off like a scolded cat and immediately gained places, 
but his race weekend had a further sting in its tail and as David applied the brakes for the first time, he knew things weren’t back to 
normal.

“As I applied the brakes hard for the first time I knew we had problems. The peddle felt really spongy and I knew we had somehow drawn 
air into the system. It was a matter then of working with what I had and trying to get the best result we could from the race”.

RisingRising to the challenge, and having adapted his driving to the compensate for the lack of brakes, Pittard made light of his fellow competi-
tors and scythed through the pack with some epic overtaking, before finally crossing the line in a creditable and well earned 7th place.

“Considering the rush before the race to get the car ready, and with the lack of brakes, the set-up actually wasn’t that bad!  It was a chal-
lenge as I couldn't pass people under braking, so I had to get the run on people off corners! It was a different challenge to say the least, 
but I was just disappointed not to have achieved a better result for the team, particularly after all their efforts. Had we not had the problem 
with the brakes in the race I am sure that despite the starting position a podium would have been achievable”.

David would like to thank is sponsors Podium PR, Herts Business Support Scheme, Baileys travel, GDSP Risk Analysis and Garden 
House Hospice for all their continued support.

David is seeking additional sponsorship for his 2012 Championship campaign. Any companies or individuals wishing to support a British rising star should contact David 
direct on +(44)790 380 9212

David’s next Sports 2000 race is at Silverstone on the 30th September.

Keep up to date with all of David’s racing at www.pittardm-sport.webs.com
Follow him on twitter @pittardmsport & facebook/pittardmsport

For more information on MCR Race Cars please visit www.mcrracecars.co.ukFor more information on MCR Race Cars please visit www.mcrracecars.co.uk
To support David in his London to Brighton charity bike ride please visit www.justgiving.com/PittardM-Sport

(1D

getmore@
baileystravel.com

David Pittard - Press Release 2011        6th September 2011


